


Ballyscullion Parish Church in the Diocese of Dergnd Raphoe
(Parish website isvww.ballyscullion.com

At present the parish is under the control of theaRDean, The Reverend Canon
Raymond Stewart, Rector of the grouping of TamlaQiErilly Upper and Lower
Parishes. If necessary Canon Stewart can be tedthg telephone - 02829540296

Rector’'s Churchwarden ........................ Mr. Jackson Frew
People’s Churchwarden ........................ Mr. Wesley Davidson
Organists

Mrs. Donna Fullerton and Mr. Fred Dunlop

Church Notices
Morning prayer Sundays at 11.30 a.m.
Holy Communion is held the First Sunday in each month at 11.80 ja.

Sunday Schoolat 10.30a.m.
(Sunday School is now closed for the Summer hoiflay

Parish Records

Baptism Alex Devon Cyril, son of Garner Gead and
Angela Mcllwaine

Marriage

Deaths
Mrs. Margaret Crooks Crockett died SaturddyMay, 2007 aged 96
years.

Our sympathies are extended to all who have beesabed since our
last issue
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June is the month of light — the month of the sumswstice, when

millions of people in northernmost Europe stay latg to enjoy the sight

of the midnight sun. Light and glory where thereusuially darkness is

something we celebrate, we welcome.

In John 9 Jesus said: “I am the light of the wdrlde wasn’t preaching

over the summer solstice, but at a Jewish occasgiooh celebrated light every bit as much. It was

the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:14), which waeebration not only of God’s provision of water,

but also of the light of God’s presence with idr@elites in the wilderness.

During the Feast of Tabernacles there was a jaydldbration. The priests would light four huge

lamps in the Court of Women. The flames would reashhigh as the temple walls and would

provide a light that could be seen all throughoetudalem. Men of deep piety would dance
throughout the night for the entire week of celéibga A choir,
accompanied by an orchestra of instruments, wantyl gsalms like
Psalm 27, which declare “The Lord is my light ang salvation”
At the height of this grand celebration, the Lomkus had the
temerity to stand and say that HE was the lightt theas
foreshadowed by the light for the Israelites inuhielerness.
The Jewish leaders were furious, and tried to stineto death.
Jesus did not fight back, he simply illustrated ¢tlsim to be the
Light of the World by immediately giving sight tonaan born blind.

(John 9). In the 20 centuries since then, the V@dr@od, when it is proclaimed, has drawn people

out of the darkness and into the light of Jesug Whord is, as the psalmist said, “a lamp to my feet

and a light for my path” (Psalm 119:105). Daviddsdin your light we see light” (Psalm 36:9b).

Today, by the light of the word of God, we can 3§esus as he is: truly the light of the world.

Back Row: The
teachers-Mrs Yvonne
Davidson, Mrs Helen

McQuillan,
and far right, Miss

Laura Davidson.

The children are

Callum Donnelly

Jonathan Dowie

Aaron Dowie
Nicole Dowie

William Dowie

Samuel Dowie
Kathryn Mawhinney

James Mawhinney

Joshua Overend,

Courtney Overend

Jayden Stewart

Ceri-Ann Stewart
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Love, Faith and Hope
Foundation

(AFE)

Debbie Redmon, President of the Love, Faith & Hépeindation, sent a letter of thanks and
appreciation for the donation of £1415 collectedrawe last year.

Debbie wrote:

“You don't know how comforting it is to us to knthat there are people like you who
continue to support the work with the boys.

| wanted to share with you what the Board of Dicesthas in mind for the use of your
donation and get your OK on it.

I'm involved with another orphanage, this one folsgin Bejuma, which is about an hour
outside Valencia. Some people in our church inudt® helped to build the girl's home,
and later bought some farm property even furthevmi¢the road, with the idea that the
proceeds generated by the farm would help suppergirls’ home. These friends are
also aware of AFE and want the farm to benefitiibgs’ home as well. The farm has
many tangerine trees and produces 2 crops per Warhave also bought about 15 young
calves to put in the pasture, and sold them onitgrfown, which approximately tripled

the investment and provided a considerable incamée girls’ home.



Recently these friends purchased the propertytoekie farm, with the intention of
having more land for cattle, since it is such adawestment. The land still needs some
work, clearing the brush, etc., but there will [pase for many cattle.

This brings me down to the reason I'm writing: biward of AFE thought it would be a
good investment to purchase 10 calves (to stalt anid see how it goes) to later sell, thus
the investment triples. | suggested that we askfymu are OK with us using part of your
donation to purchase the first 10 calves. Whayaio think? It would basically mean that
your donation will be worth 3 times more in abouytesar when the cattle is sold, and that
would go to AFE's operation fund, for food, medisinetc. If you prefer that the donation
be used directly for food and such right now, wapezt your wishes. However | wanted
to run this by you and see what you think.

We decided on your behalf that the decision on klmevmoney would be used is best left to the
Directors of AFE so they will probably go aheadhniihis project. We look forward to hearing the
outcome and pray that it will be successful.

Debbie also gave us an update on how the olderdmaydoing. Clint, Lennon and Ronnie are all at
university now; Clint is studying Computer Sciendesnnon is also studying computers and
holding down a job at a software company; Ronnigtuslying Administration and works part time

at a tennis school, teaching the smaller childmsh picking up tennis balls. The boys no longer
live in the Home and must work to keep themselv8hiey have to move from their current

accommodation so Debbie asks us to pray that thikyseon find something affordable and in a

good neighbourhood.

Cesar & Robert Debbie with Jose Gregorio

The two newest boys Cesar (7) and Robert (5) dtingein well and Debbie says they are such a
joy to have there. AFE is currently consideringeav boy, Jose Luis, who is 9 years old. He is
staying at the Home for a few days to see how hestgland fits in with the other boys.

John (Vivienne’s son) has been very good with laé boys and has worked with them since
Vivienne died. John is currently in England angdé®to come over to Northern Ireland in July so
we hope to get a lot more information about thestiben.

More than ever our prayers are needed for thetsthélelren who need rescuing and the children’s
homes that are trying to help these children wihemtise would have no hope of a better life.

Thank God there are people out there who care.
Anne Overend



Now — the mobile Bible is here

* *
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The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer can be a challenge for toddl&ssit was for three year-old ?Kﬁ
L
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Thomas, who attempted it with mixed success: "Cathé&r, who does art in
heaven, Harold is your name. Amen."

Why Easter will never go away

Three years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, a great anti-God rally was arranged in

Kiev. The powerful orator Bukharin was sent from Moscow, and for an hour he demolished

the Christian faith with argument, abuse and ridicule. At the end there was silence.

Then a man rose and asked to speak. He was a priest of the Russian Orthodox Church.

He went and stood next to Bukharin. Facing the people, he

raised his arms and spoke just three triumphant words:

‘Christ is risen!” At once the entire assembly rose to their

feet and gave the joyful response, “He is risen indeed!” It

was a devastating moment for an atheist politician, who

had no answer to give to this ancient Easter liturgy. Of

course, this does not prove the Resurrection. Indeed,

Good Friday gives a dramatic reminder that majorities can

be terribly wrong. So the question persists. Dead men

don'’t rise, so why believe that this particular dead man did rise? At the end of St. Luke’s

Gospel we read that: “they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement” (Luke

24.4). The disciples had visited the empty tomb; they had seen the risen Lord. Still they

disbelieved. Not only because they were stubborn and

disobedient; but because they were overwhelmed. It

seemed too good to be true. They disbelieved...
because of joy! This is highly significant. The
Gospels do not show us a group of people who
were in a receptive frame of mind. They needed a

lot of persuading. In the end, it was hard facts which

did the persuading, not wishful thinking. So with us. Why should we believe that God

raised Jesus from the dead? Answer: because of some solid facts. Here are just three

(there are many more).




1. Jesus died so young. Only a handful of men have founded great movements. Each of
them needed time in which to make his influence felt. Guatama the Buddha died in 483
BC, aged 80.

Confucius died in 479 BC, aged 72. Muhammad died in AD 632, aged 62. Karl Marx died
in AD1833, aged 64. In contrast, Jesus died in his thirties. He spent no more than three
years in the public eye, in a fairly remote place. Yet the impact of Jesus on history has
been even greater than those of the great men listed above. To quote Hans Kung: “None
of the great founders of religions lived in so restricted an area. None lived for such a
terribly short time. None died so young. And yet how great his influence has been....
Numerically, Christianity is well ahead of all world religions.” How could this village
carpenter-turned-preacher made such a colossal impact, given his short life? Jesus left no
writing. As for his followers, they were so frightened when Jesus died that they met behind
locked doors. Which brings us to the second fact.

2. The disciples suffered for their preaching . Very soon after locking themselves in,
those first disciples were totally different; brave, excited, confident and creative. They had
one great theme: “you crucified Jesus, but God raised him up!” How did they know this?
Because of things that happened. Some of them had visited the tomb of Jesus: it was
empty. Others claimed to have seen and touched the risen Lord. Were they hallucinating?
People can hallucinate in groups — but each one will see a different hallucination. The
disciples all saw the same thing. Or rather, they all saw the same person. Jesus. Perhaps
they were lying? Jesus had died a humiliating death as a criminal. They wanted to rescue
his good name. So we can imagine them cooking up a plot: let's pretend that we have
seen him! This theory comes up against one big problem. Their preaching led them into
trouble with the authorities. They were beaten and imprisoned, because of it. Some of
them were killed. People will sometimes die for ideas and causes which they believe in
passionately. But not for things they have made up. We might suffer for our convictions,
we will not suffer for our inventions.

It is for this same reason that the famous ‘swoon’ theory doesn’t work. On this view, Jesus
didn’t die on the cross, despite terrible wounds. He recovered in the tomb, and escaped.
The disciples nursed him back to health. The theory bristles with problems. Roman
soldiers knew when a man was dead; and there was the guard on the tomb. But if we
allow for a moment that this might have happened, the events which followed simply don’t
fit. Jesus would have cheated death. He would not have conquered it. The disciples would
have been delighted. But they would have kept the whole thing very quiet. Publicity and
preaching would have been fatal, for they would result in a search. The authorities would
not have made a second mistake. Besides, to preach that God had raised Jesus from the
dead — which is exactly what they did preach — would have been a lie. We are back where
we started. The lash, the dungeon and the sword would soon have loosened their tongues.
Inventions crumble under pressure; convictions hold fast.

3. His continuing impact. Thousands of people in every generation and of varying ages
and personality types share an inescapable sense of being ‘accompanied’ through life.
Though unseen, they identify this presence as the Risen Lord. This reminds us that the
resurrection of Jesus is not just an interesting historical puzzle. It is a vital present

day reality. It brings wonderful comfort, assuring us of the central Christian truths: death is
dead; Jesus is alive; God is love. It brings sharp challenge too. Jesus commands us to
love and serve our troubled and divided world, in his strength and in his name. This central
notion was captured, most movingly, by the great Albert Schweitzer. “He comes to us as
one unknown, without a name, as of old by the lakeside. He came to those men who knew
him not. He speaks to us the same word: ‘Follow thou me’, and sets us to the tasks which
he has to fulfil for our time. He commands. And to those who obey him, whether they be
wise or simple, he will reveal himself in the toils, the conflicts, the suffering which they shall
pass through in his fellowship, and, as ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their own
experience who he is.



Monday ,Wash Day -Lord, help me wash away all my selfishness andtyaso |
may serve you with perfect humility through the we@ead.

Tuesday, Ironing Day -Dear Lord, help me iron out all the wrinkles of jpice |
have collected through the years so that | maytseeeauty in others.

example for others.

Thursday, Cleaning Day -Lord Jesus, help me to dust out all the ma
faults | have been hiding in the secret cornemsipheart.

eternal happiness for myself and all others in refddve.

and serve it with clean, sweet bread of human leésdn

Wednesday, Mending Day ‘O God, help me mend my ways so | will not set a bad

Saturday, Cooking Day -Help me, my Saviour, to brew a big kettle of brothéove

2) Sunday The Lord’s Day -O God, | have prepared
— < my house for you. Please come into my heart

T so | may spend the day and the rest of my life in
D your presence.
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Big “Thank You” From Select Vestry

The Select Vestry wishes to record its thanks tookkhe following individuals and groups of
parishioners who have made such invaluable cortimitvsl to the life of the parish in the period
from Easter 2006 to Easter 2007:-

1.

2.

No

© ©

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

23.

24.

25.

All the ladies of the parish who have cleaned arided/arranged flowers within the
church during the year.

Mrs Greta Overend for organising the rota covethmg cleaning of the church and the
provision/arrangement of flowers.

Those parishioners who have decorated the churchtif® Harvest Festival and
Christmas Season.

Men who cut the grass during the year in the grargynd maintained the church and
hall.

Men who maintained the rectory grounds, the rectbgylding and out-housing
particularly Mr John Junkin and his son George.

Mr Robert Huey for acting as health and safetyceffias well as secretary for the parish.
Mr Andrew McQuillan who attends to the emptyingtbé& wheelie bin every week and
who keeps a weather eye on the rectory.

Jim and Sarah Davison for holding and distributimgychurch and hall keys
Contributors for the ‘n:vision’ magazine, Mr Jackdérew but particularly Mr John and
Mrs Audrey Junkin.

Mr Victor Overend and Mr Tom McQuillan who have opé the church so that the
burial register may be updated for non Churchehind burials.

Mr Jack Dowie for setting the heating system in theirch and for liaising with the
electrician and others with regard to the mainteeasf the church hall.

Mr Darren Frew for liaising with suppliers of elacal goods for the church hall and
contractors for re-surfacing of the church lane.

George Junkin and Richard Davidson for operatiegstiund system in the church under
the direction of Mr Ronald Overend.

Mrs Lorna Crockett for the production of the churoshgazine.

Those members of the parish who wrote articleshferchurch magazine.

Mrs Annie McQuillan and Mrs Jean Hudson who lookater the shop before its
closure.

Mr John Junkin who set up and maintains the pawmsbsite with some assistance from
Mr Darren Frew.

The organists Mrs Donna Fullerton and Mr Fred Dpnlo

Members of the choir.

Mrs Audrey Junkin, the treasurer for all her detidawvork in looking after the finances.
Mr Richard Frew and the members of the Finance Citten Nigel Overend and
Andrew McQuillan for counting and recording the elope money.

The Sunday School teachers, Mrs Yvonne Davidsors, Welen McQuillan and Miss
Laura Davidson.

Mr Wesley Davidson in his role as Peoples’ Churatiea, opening the church and hall,
looking after burials and erection of memorialstiire graveyard, liaising with those
builders who have carried out maintenance on chproperty as well as advising the
Select Vestry on building matters.

Mrs Yvonne Davidson for the provision of the bresat wine for Holy Communion,
who ensures that the communion linen is washede@tand available for communion
services.

Mr Jackson Frew in his role as Rector's Churchwayadeganiser of the grass cutting in
the graveyard, distribution within and outside ttteurch of the ‘n-vision’ magazine,



finding readers for the church service, productioh the Sunday morning
announcements sheet, organising the organist rota.

26.  All the clergy who are currently officiating duririge vacancy.

27.  Canon Raymond Stewart for his pastoral care op#reshioners, advice and guidance to
the Select Vestry and the organisation of clergyaer in the vacancy.

28.  All others who have helped in any way whose workiasme quietly and without any
fuss.

It is an interesting exercise to write down the earaf all those who have helped to ensure that the
parish runs smoothly despite the absence of a tarastenant in the rectory. How often in our
daily lives do we hear the quoteobody does anything around heré! The above list should
make it clear that this parish is blessed with miahful and hard-working servants, who give of
their time unstintingly.

J. Frew

Officers and Members of the Select vestry for 2108
Rector’'s Church warden Jackson Frew
People’s Churchwarden Wesley Davidson
Rector’'s Glebewarden John Junkin
People’s Glebewarden Andy McQuillan
Rector's Supplemental Glebewarden Jack Dowie
People’s Supplemental Glebewarden Ivor Milligan

The full Select vestry is:

Jackson Frew, Wesley Davidson, John Junkin, And@Mitan, Jack Dowie, Ivor Milligan,
Yvonne Davidson, Darren Frew, Lorna Crockett, Ni@gkrend, Robert Overend (Sen.), Robert
Overend (Jun.) , Sandra Overend and Ronnie Overend

Youth Service in Kilcronaghan Parish
Church

On Sunday 20 May the Sunday school

teachers of Bellaghy Parish church attended a

Rural Deanery youth service in Kilcronaghan

Parish Church in Tobermore. The service was

for the Sunday school children and teachers.

Everyone was welcomed by the Rev. Morrow and teenthof the service was

“Following Jesus”.

The service included hymns and choruses and tldengsawere taken from John 14

vl and Johnl V 1-12. The visiting speaker was Baat Hanna from the Church

Army who inspired us with his sermon on food anatibat in life we are always

hungry for the word of God.

Following the service some light refreshments veereed in the church hall.
Yvonne Davidson

The Lord is my shepherd

A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young class memorise one of the most
quoted passages in the Bible, Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn
the Psalm, but little Charles did not find it easy to memorise much of anything. On
the day that the children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the
congregation, Charles stepped up to the microphone and began proudly, "The Lord is my




Shepherd....” He knew that much, but the rest of the Psalm suddenly deserted him. So he
concluded bravely: “... and that's all | need to know."



