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Have you ever wondered on a Sunday morning, witiiag in your pew looking around,
what does it mean? It's been there a long timegredVifetimes, and still it's a puzzle. I'm
not talking about the gospel message preached &wrglay from the pulpit by whoever
happens to be Rector of the parish and charged thathparticular duty. No, I'm talking
about the memorial tablets built into the east whthe church near the vestry door and the
tablet on the wall above the vestry door. It's isti@nge language, presumed Latin, but still
it's translation remains locked within the scriptrefully carved by the hands of a skilled
craftsman all those years ago. And so it would remantil the issue came up in
conversation when my son Darren said, “wouldn’bét nice to learn what that writing
means, have it translated and perhaps inscrib&ahslation onto a small brass plate for all
to see and understand?” But how was this to beegetd? Then one Sunday morning |
brought my camera to church to record the inforamainscribed on another tablet and after
the service | went about taking the required pheipls.

It was Canon Fawcett taking the service that Suratay when he spied my camera he
asked if | would take a photograph of the Latingabbove the vestry door. He expressed a
great interest in it and wished to have a copyaffniend. Not one to miss an opportunity |
asked if he or his friend would translate the SinRRowe tablets for the benefit of the
parishioners. He kindly agreed and a copyhaf text on both tablets was carried by me to
church every Sunday waiting patiently for that Saychorning to come along when Canon
Fawcett would be on duty again when | would pagthatographs to him.

The photographs were passed to Canon Fawcett terdsafreral weeks had passed Canon
Fawcett arrived to take Morning Prayer. It was thiattka moment, a moment when a new
light was shed on the darkness of that strangeukggy Canon Fawcett had produced the
goods. The following is his translation of thiswalble piece of church history and | thank
him most warmly for this enlightenment.

The East Wall Tablet
Whoever you are who gaze upon this grave, lovi
lamenting our human fate, pause, | beg you, fotheei
tears nor death will cause regret when you comientmw
a man as revered as Simon Rowe, who lies buriesl her

No one more worthy of eternal life and mme more
prepared for death. He died on the™8ay of October
1731.

Beside him lies higldest son, Kilian. A worthy son of
such a fatherand a young man of gregiromise, he
departed this life on the #December 1724.

Next to him lies his son Paul, a most pleasing goman
on account of his mild and friendly character, wdied |
on the 28 April 1731.His sorrowing wife, Anna Rowe =
who will soon follow them — caused this monumergeto

erected in their memory, and particularly in memofyher husband.



On the Arch is written

The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, blesbedhe name of the Lord.

The main section of tablet reads:
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By Richard Frew

Freewill Offering and other Donations to the Churchfor the 2008 Financial Year

The 2008 financial year for the church runs frothJanuary 2008 until and including 31

December 2008. In order to comply with new rulesr the Inland Revenue the Select Vestry
has decided that money in freewill offering envels@nd other donations for 2008 will be only
accepted up to and including 80anuary 2009. This gives parishioners an extratmao
contribute to their 2008 giving to the church. Marhurches do not even allow this extra month.
Should any parishioner not have their 2008 monatantributions paid by 31January 2009, but
paid after that date, such contributions will becorded in the 2009 financial report but marked as
being for 2008.

The new arrangements will make the treasurer'samitor’'s task easier in reconciling the parish
financial records with the bank statements for gmyen financial year. The Select Vestry is
confident that parishioners will understand thedndéaer these new arrangements and be fully
supportive of them.

J Frew



Visiting in the Parish

The Select Vestry wishes to record its thanks ted@aken Kingston and Canon lan McDonald who
have been carrying out hospital/ Holy Communiontyis the parish and to Canon McDonald for
house visits. Since Canon McDonald originally agréo carry out house visits in the parish he has
been allocated additional duties in Dungiven paaskl consequently has less time to devote to
Bellaghy.

Canon Walter Quill, who has recently retired, héiered to help Canon McDonald with house
visits. Canon Raymond Stewart has accepted thex off help from Canon Quill and Canon
McDonald is grateful for the assistance which h# receive. To help with the arrangements for
house visits and to avoid ‘overlap’ Canon Quill/6éanMcDonald will be looking after your
household. Please make a note of the followinghphwumbers and of the minister responsible for
visiting your household. Canon Quill and Canon MoBld hope to visit each of their allocated
households at least once per year. In the evesedus illness/emergencies they may well visit
more often than this. Canon Ken Kingston willldi# available for hospital visits since he livas i
the locality. The appropriate ministers can be tacted directly or through either of the
Churchwardens.

Canon Ken Kingston: 028 7963 2455
Canon lan McDonald: 028 7086 9150
Canon Walter Quill: 028 7035 2114
Mr Wesley Davidson: 028 7938 6810
Mr Jackson Frew: 028 8674 8151

J Frew

Adult Confirmation

The diocese of Derry and Raphoe has in the past &eglearly adult confirmation service in St

Augustine’s in Londonderry. This service is noden held as most parishes now confirm adults
with the young people of their parish. Howevereguest has been placed with the Bishop to
consider once more an adult confirmation servicg anascertain the level of interest that there
would be in the Derry and Raphoe diocese for susdrace in St Augustine’s parish church.

To be a communicant in the Church of Ireland pessoist have been confirmed while attending
Church of Ireland Sunday schools or have been aegidmmunicants in their previous churches
irrespective of the denomination.

If any parishioner is interested in adult confirroat please contact, in confidence, Archdeacon
Donald McLean (028 7946 8235). Preparation fordbefirmation service would probably entail 3
evening one hour instruction sessions over a cupaoin Castledawson Rectory.

This article is primarily aimed at establishing taeel of interest in the parish in adult confirioat
and consequently no dates have been set whetheraih adult only service in St Augustine’s or in
another parish with its young people. The decisests with the Bishop and Archdeacon McLean
so the sooner that contact is made with Archdedbdrean the better. He needs to consider all the
options open to him. It should be remembered ¢bafirmation of three of our young people will
take place in Ballyscullion parish church on Fri@dyMay 2008 at 7.30pm.

J Frew



n # $ %ll & 1

)y "I * & * 4+
* "
I , -
. # & "l
). ' "
# &' /0 - &
" & /1 oo
) (o)
- " $
* 1 &' )
* 2 & * ,"
$ 3 ) &
2" * 0 &
* " L *
* * (

The Mothers’ Union

The members of the Mothers’ Union were guests ati€dawson’s Women

Fellowship at their guest night on Wednesdé{yrr&rch. The principle speaker was

the chairman oMAF , Mission Aviation Fellowship, an organisation wiicas over

130 aircraft operating in developing countrieshst people in remote areas can
receive essential help. They work in close partmpr&ith national churches, government
departments, evangelists and local aid workersitgphysical or spiritual care and hope to those
living in isolation. Supper was provided and evelgtad an enjoyable evening.

By Olive Overend

Political unrest in Kenya

Mission Aviation Fellowship has been busy in Kenya recently, rescuing a number of Christian
relief workers. The workers, spread throughout the country and working for a number of aid
agencies, became stranded following the current political crisis there. One such ‘air rescue’ was
to Eldoret in the west, where at least 30 people had died in a burning church. MAF brought
back staff working for Empowering Lives International. One relief worker explained: “Tribal
tensions were escalating... mums and children were piling into our training centre compound at
night seeking refuge. Threats came to our director that our whole compound may be burned
because we were caring for people regardless of their tribal affiliation.” On another flight, MAF
took staff with Catholic Relief Services out to Elderet, as well as much needed relief supplies.
Another MAF flight rescued a number of Kenyans working with the relief agency Diguna in
Tinderet — they were from a different tribe than the locals, and their lives were in considerable
danger. Despite all the chaos, MAF itself closed for only one day in Nairobi when with all roads
blocked and riots in the streets, it was too dangerous for the pilots to even reach the airport.




A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kewind Ryan 3. The boys began to argue over who
would get the first pancake.
The mother saw her opportunity for a moral lesson.

“If Jesus were sitting here, he would say, ‘Letlmngther have the first pancake, |
can wait’.

Kevin turned to his younger brother and said

“Ryan, you be Jesus”!

Submitted byparwin Mawhinney

Christian Basics: Sin and Suffering

'What's wrong with the world? How can a God of lallew suffering?' These are questions that maopiee
ask in the light of their own experience. In answerthese questions, the Christian Faith offers an
understanding of how sin affects both the humaa eaxtl the whole created order. Genesis gives e
of how sin first entered the world. In Genesis 2176 God gave Adam and Eve a far reaching pernmssio
("You are free to eat from any tree in the gardenprohibition (‘But you must not eat from theetiaf the
knowledge of good and evil') and them warned théthe penalty if they disobeyed ('For when you @fait
you will surely die"). In Genesis 3, we see how idand Eve broke God's law by eating of the friatrthe
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. As a rethdir eyes were opened to the nature of sin (Kmeyw
shame)

and their relationship with God was broken (they fnom him). Also as a consequence they facedehkty
of death in their lives. This story expresses tghtthat God gives us free will (an essential aspé our
humanity) to live with God at the centre of ourelvor not. There are different pictures in the &ivhich
describe the nature of sin:

Firstly, a spirit of independence: choosing to lawer own lives in our own way, independent of Gotis
means we do our own thing, regardless whetheeégas God or helps others. Secondly, ignoring tiesris
instructions: if you buy an expensive item of eaquémt and then ignore the user instructions, youe femly
yourself to blame if things go wrong! God creatsda function with him at the centre of our lives.

Thirdly, missing the mark: we will fail an examvife have missed the pass mark, however near we gfet t
As Paul reminds us, 'All have sinned and fall sledthe glory of God' (Romans 3:23). Fourthly, leavGod
out of our lives: we don't want God to interferahwiour lives, preferring our own ideas, plans atamhdards
of behaviour.

There was a famous correspondence in The Times tinglditle "What's wrong with the world?' One dett
written by GK Chesterton simply said: '‘Dear Sant.'

What place does God currently hold in your life?
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Choir Dinner, Feb. 1 2008

The Choir Dinner for Ballyscullion Parish Churchsmaeld on Friday %L February
2008 at the Royal Hotel in Cookstown starting d5pm. Fifteen members of the
choir attended. Prior to the event everyone hadfelly chosen their starter, main
meal and dessert. Consequently, the starters seed as soon as everyone had
assembled and the evening continued in a lovelypspimere. The whole meal was
beautiful and the staff of the hotel were very ratitee always available to respond to any request.
There was the usual bubble of conversation as #rabars of choir enjoyed general chit-chat and
story telling. Many a good story was told of hitaus events that had befallen members of the choir
themselves or near relatives. All too soon it wae to go home and everyone left to find that the
promised snow for that particular had arrived. widger it wasn’t severe enough to warrant any
undue concern. Thanks are expressed to the maeageamd staff of the Royal Hotel
accommodating the choir in a small room by itsatf or serving such a lovely meal.
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The Day the Curtain Tore: The Death of Jesus
Mark 15:33-39 ;
Early on that first Good Friday, Jesus was givdraadulent trial before the
Jewish Sanhedrin, Governor Pilate, Herod, and keg&in to Pilate, who |
acquiesced to the demand of the crowd that Jesgsubéied. After he was ~&&®
flogged, a cruel and often fatal punishment inlftskesus was led away to be
crucified. In his gospel account, Mark gives fewaile about the crucifixion. Most of his audientiee
church in Rome, was all too familiar with crucifixi as the cruellest form of capital punishment. Rom
citizens were beheaded; Jews were stoned to dealp;the worst of criminal foreigners and alien
criminals were crucified.

Far exceeding the pain and shame of his physidtdring was the fury of the wrath of God that Jesus
received at the cross. The gates of hell openatiftenfury of Satan was unleashed on their enemey, t
divine Son of God.

The evangelists do not dwell on descriptions of pigsical suffering because they understood his
passion and suffering far exceeded the realm optysical suffering of crucifixion, which often dre

its victims to insanity. Jesus’ agony that he seaded in Gethsemane was the suffering for theddins
the world. He knew that he, the sinless one, wdnddome sin for us in his suffering (2 Corinthians
5:21). The gospel writers focus on the reason beddsults of Jesus’ death, and the way that fteatkie

a victor. There were signs that accompanied Jeteegh, for nature itself cried out as it witnessad
terrible deed. During Jesus’ hours of sin bearing spiritual suffering, the region around the cross
covered with a supernatural darkness, from noonl omt-afternoon. Graves were opened as an
earthquake shook the ground. The crowd at thedbttie cross stopped mocking, and turned to bitter
remorse and tearful lamentation (Matthew 27:45-54).

Another accompanying sign was important enoughetanientioned by Matthew, Mark, and Luke—the
tearing of the temple curtain. This was the mageiit curtain that blocked the entrance into thepters
Most Holy Place, the inner sanctum which contaitiexl Ark of the Covenant and the mercy seat. The
tearing of this sacred curtain made such an impadeact, that even the Jewish historian, Josephus,
mentions it in his archives. The supernatural tgadf this curtain says much about the death aisles
That curtain in Jerusalem’s temple 2000 years agwhthere as a reminder of the separation of the
people from Holy God. The people were resignedht fact that every year the high priest had to
venture into the Most Holy Place behind the cur@m make a sacrifice that was only a temporary
provision for the sins of the people. As Hebrewgssavhat was needed was a better, once-for-all
sacrifice that would take away the sins of the feeapd open the Holy Of Holies to all people. Helse
assures us that Christ himself was that sacrifi@md became our eternal high priest. In his Passove
meal with his disciples in the Upper Room, Jesuslenthe transition to the new covenant meal, the
Lord’s Supper. He told his disciples that the Neswéhant is a covenant that will be ratified throungh
blood—his suffering and death (Mark 14). In hisrsigsive suffering and agonizing death, Jesus emhtere
the Most Holy Place in his own body, says Hebrededbfews 6 and 9). During those hours of darkness,
when he cried out, My God, my God, why have yousden me?” He was being offered as our
sacrifice. His own blood secured an eternal salvafiHebrews 9:12).

As a demonstration that Jesus’ suffering was aabégpiand successful as our sacrifice, the Father to
the temple curtain. The New Covenant was in plabg the blood of Jesus. Notice that Jesus cried out
before he breathed his last breath. John tell$ wss his victory cry, “It is finished!”(John 19:R0He

had defeated the power of sin. Now the Lord Jesuddcdie peacefully into the waiting arms of the
Father. Luke tells us that he prayed from Psalb,3Eather, into your hands | commit my spirit.” é&n
“When he had said this, he breathed his last” (L2&&6).

When Jesus died, really died, his body was laithentomb. But early on Sunday morning, on the third
day, God raised his Son from the grave. He hadlebrly, but a resurrection body, like the one vile w
have some day.

It is the risen, now glorified Jesus who invitesiufRkevelation 3:20 to hear his voice and openditer

and receive him as Lord and Saviour.

11



Make time for The Passion!

During Holy week | hope you had time to tune in to the BBC's ‘Passion’. Praised by numerous
church leaders, it is expected to make a huge national impact over the Easter season — drawing
more than ten million viewers. The series, which started on Palm Sunday 16th March, was
scheduled in peak time on BBC1. It tells the story of the last week of Jesus’ life, his trial and
crucifixion. The last episode, to be broadcast on Easter Sunday 23rd March, dramatises his post-
resurrection appearances. The Passion has been made by award-winning drama producer Nigel
Stafford-Clark, who was responsible for Bleak House and Warriors. The cast includes Cold Feet
star James Nesbitt as Pilate and EastEnders actor Paul Nicholls as Judas Iscariot. The part of
Jesus is played by the relatively unknown Joseph Mawle, who at 33 is the same age as Jesus
during the events of the Passion. The Churches’ Media Council has launched a website to provide
resources and information about the series.

Visit www.churchesmediacouncil.org.uk/passion. The group encourages Christians to seize this
“golden opportunity to contribute to a contemporary public discussion about Jesus.” Guidelines on
the site encourage the Christian community to welcome the retelling of the stories for a new
generation, but to treat it as drama first rather than theology. Andrew Graystone, Director of the
Churches’ Media Council, was profoundly moved by early versions of the series. “This is an
extremely vivid piece of drama. You feel you are right there, in amongst the Passover crowds,
alongside the disciples as Jesus comes out with these simple but earth-shattering messages. And
then of course, he’s taken away and makes the ultimate sacrifice, and like the disciples, you're left
to decide what you are going to do about it.”

Find death and resurrection in our own churchyard
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An Everyday Prayer

Dear Father, let me always see

The beauty of the land,

And give me please, one loyal friend
Who'll share and understand.

And lift my eyes towards the hills

To give me strength once more,

Be with me when the days are dark
And all my hope restore

Submitted bySarah Davison

Dear Father let me always find
Each day some chednifud t
Discovetimg joyfulness
That fun and laeigbting
And on the jpey of my life
In happiness oo
Be with meh&athrough this day,
And walk with me tomevro

12



Love, Faith and
Hope Foundation

(AFE)

Once again, due to the generosity of church members and sponsors we have been able to
support the Vivienne Ramirez Boys home in Venezuela by sending off a cheque for 3200
US dollars (£1658). £284 was raised after the Carol Service and the bottle contained £180.
Thanks to everyone who contributed. The directors of AFE are also very grateful as the
letter below from the president, Debbie Redmon shows.

Cesar and Robert who are brothers came
to the home last year. Their mum has 10
other children and their father is a drug
addict. They lived in a one room shack up
on a hill near the freeway that enters
Valencia. The boys are settling in well.

Yervis eating a hot dog.

Miguel with his girlfriend. Miguel was the firsidy to
come to the Home.

13



Christmas party — some of the boys with Debbie

Greetings

from the all the boys at the
“Vivienne de Ramirez” boy’s home
Of the Fundacion Amor, Fe y
Esperanza

On behalf of the boys at the home, | would like to thank you for your continued and
generous support. God has been faithful in providing the funds necessary to continue
caring for our boys (your boys!) | want to give you a brief update:

Ruth and Josue retired last summer. We held a very special service at the Lutheran
Church to honor them and recognize their many years of service since the very beginning
of the home in 1993.

Orlando and Janet Perez have taken their place and are adapting very well. They have
brought many positive changes and the boys are already fond of them. Orlando and Janet
have 5 children of their own: Gisela (20), Gabriel (18), Marcela (11), Ana Maria (6) and
Santiago (3). As you can see, they have their hands full but do everything with a loving
spirit.

Currently we have 8 boys living in the home and several already out on their own. Brulyz
(23) will graduate from the university this year with a degree in Physical Therapy. Miguel
has a full time job as a mechanic in one of the industries here. He has his own car and has
a girlfriend whom he plans to marry this year. Clint studies Engineering and Lennon
studies Computer Science. Ronnye is studying Business Administration. We try to
continue to help these young men with guidance and some financial help when possible.

Our newest addition to the AFE family is Luis Manuel, who is 11 and has a beautiful smile.
He is adapting to his new family and is in the process of replacing negative habits with new,
positive habits.

Robert is now 6, Cesar his brother is 9, Yervis is 12, Gregorio is 13, Wilmer, Jorge Luis and
Leonardo are all 15. This year the plans include developing the carpentry and welding
areas, getting the older boys more involved in sports, and music lessons for all the boys.
We are in the process of acquiring used musical instruments for them.

Once again, THANK you for your support, donations, prayers and thoughts. You make a
difference in the lives of many children and young men.

God Bless you,
Debbie Redmon for the boys at AFE
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The Beginner's Bible - Jesus Is Risen

by Catherine Devries, Candle Books, £2.99

Help your children discover the real Easter story with simple words and art from The Beginner's
Bible. Jesus is alive! This board book recounts the familiar story of Easter starting with Jesus'
arrest and death on the cross, to the wonder of the empty tomb and beyond. With bright
artwork, these delightful books help the very young learn about simple morals and trusting God.
These board books are ideal for reading aloud to pre-school aged children.

Cliff Richard has sold more singles in Britaanythather artist and his durability as annentestai
unparalleled. In 2008, he celebrates 50 yeansbnshess and to mark the anniversary, Seveasurn
added new material to his bestselling autrayizagthypi bringing Cliff's extraordinary stogy togidte.

Cherishing the Earth

By Martin Hodson and Margot Hodson, Lion, £8.99

A scientist and a pastor have discovered that sustainable living requires spiritual as well as
technological resources.

Every system on earth has been affected by human actions. We have plundered its mineral
resources and polluted the land, the atmosphere and the water. We urgently need to learn how
to care for God’s creation. Martin and Margot Hodson draw on stories of people who have
found positive ways to respond. They call for Christians and others to become more involved in
communities and seek change at national and international level. Far from being a distraction
from living a Christian life, this sustainable lifestyle is a key to a life lived with Jesus at the
centre.

o S

'| felt like | was reading a modern-day book of #ct couldn't put the book down! - was one
reader's reaction to this powerful little book. dsay Brown takes readers on a world tour, bringing
stories of remarkable faith and courage from sttedand graduates in some of the toughest social
and political arenas.

These brave Christian students display energy aadlticity in their evangelism. Gripped by the
gospel, they can go on to exercise far-reachirigente in their universities, in their professioims,
society and in the Church worldwide. This inspoatl book goes right back to Daniel in the Old
Testament, studying with his three friends in Irigengages from beginning to end with biblical
thinking and strategy.

%& ' I
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Those heralds of Spring

New plant life is always a sure sign that spring is coming, but many flowers, past and present, also have
symbolic meanings. For instance: Anemone: the Greek symbol of sorrow and death, which comes from the
legend of Adonis. He was killed by a boar and where his blood stained the earth, Venus, who loved him,

made anemones grow. In Christian lore, anemones sprang up on Calvary at the crucifixion;
the red spots on the flowers’ petals signify Christ’s blood.
Daffodil: well-known as the floral emblem of Wales, its origin as an alternative to

the leek isn't clear, but St David’s Day falls on March 1, just as daffodils begin to
bloom. In ancient times, it was also known as ‘the flower of deceit’,
because of it narcotic properties. Hawthorn: represents hope, because it
heralds a new Spring. In Greek myth, it was sacred to the god of

marriage. His bridal torch was made of hawthorn. At weddings Athenian girls crowned
themselves with its blossom. Romans placed hawthorn leaves on the cradles of new-born
babies as a charm against evil spirits.
Narcissus: symbolizes self-love and vanity. In Greek myth, the flower sprang up where
Narcissus, a beautiful youth, fell in love with his reflection in a pool and drowned trying to
embrace it.

The hedgehogs are coming!
With Spring and increasing warmth of the sun, hedgehogs around the
~——— _country are waking up from a long hibernation this month. They are in

@ need of food and water as soon as they emerge, as they need to

e ~ replenish lost fat reserves in time for the breeding season.
If you have hedgehogs in your garden, you can do a lot to help them. Offer them
meat-based pet food and fresh water - and soon they will be repaying you by snacking on your
slugs and snails. Please take care when tidying up the garden from winter mayhem — many
hedgehogs suffer terrible injuries every year from strimmers, garden forks, etc.

For more info on helping these enchanting, prickly garden visitors, visit the British Hedgehog
Preservation Society at: www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk.

Bluebell time »
Did you know that 20 per cent of the world’s population of bluebells is found in the % %
UK? If you are out and about the country this month, you can enjoy spectacular
displays at: Priest Close Woods, Northumbria; Pelyn Wood Reserve, Cornwall;
Ravens roost Wood, Wiltshire and Harefield Forest, Essex. Closer to home, why
not visit Portglenone Forest.

Have you walked in the garden?
(Mark14:33-34,42, John20:16)

Have you walked in the garden of desolation,
Do you know what it’s like to fall down?
Have you trusted and shared and been rejected,
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Has the broken heart within you turned to stone?
Have you known the pain of misinterpretation,

Of betrayal by the ones you knew as friends?
Have you pleaded that your nightmare might be lifted,
Just to waken to a night that never ends?

Have you walked in the garden of desolation?

Jesus walked in your garden.
Let him lead you from the garden of your suffering
Let him show you to the place beyond the night.
He has overcome the darkness by his death upon the cross,
He has won for you his glorious Easter light.
There is life and joy within his resurrection,
There is freedom and forgiveness for the past,
Let him lead you in the garden of his triumph
As he calls your name and offers peace at last.
Let him lead you from the garden of your suffering.
By Daphne Kitching

The worst places for a Christian to live

If you are a Christian, the worst place to live in the world is North Korea,
according to Open Doors’ 2008 World Watch List. The annual country
persecution list ranked North Korea in the No 1 spot for the sixth year in a
row. There were more arrests of Christians in the country in 2007 than in
2006, according to Open Doors.

In North Korea, considered by many to be the world's most repressive regime, citizens are
strictly banned from worshipping any other gods beside those enforced in the state religion — a
personality cult revolving around current dictator Kim Jong I, and his deceased father, Kim Il
Sung. Moreover, Christianity is considered a serious threat to the regime’s power and there are
many reports of Christians being publicly executed, tortured or imprisoned indefinitely simply
because of their faith. It is estimated that there are up to 400,000 to 500,000 believers secretly
practising their faith in North Korea. At least a quarter of the Christians are imprisoned for their
faith in political prison camps, from which people rarely get out alive, according to an Open
Doors local source. “It is certainly not a shock that North Korea is No 1 on the shame list for the
sixth year in a row,” said Carl Moeller, President/CEO of Open Doors USA. “There is no other
country in the world where Christians are being persecuted in such a horrible and systematic
manner.”

In second place behind North Korea is the kingdom of Saudi Arabia
where fundamentalist. Wahabbi Islam dominates society and oppresses
believers. Under the kingdom’s strict interpretation of Islamic law,
apostasy (conversion to another religion) is punishable by death if the
accused does not recant. Following close behind in third is Middle East
neighbour Iran. Although Christians are officially recognised as a religious minority, believers
regularly face discrimination and persecution. Islam is the predominant religion in six of the top
10 countries: Saudi Arabia, Iran, Maldives, Afghanistan, Yemen and Uzbekistan.

This year, several countries moved up in the list including Bhutan (No 5, up from No 7), but
mainly due to Somalia and Yemen'’s decrease in persecution. Afghanistan also rose from No 10
to No 7, due to the South Korean Christian hostage drama last summer as well as other events
that contributed to its worsening persecution status.

Two new countries were added to the 2008 list: Uzbekistan at No 9, up from No 11, and China
at No 10, up from No 12 last year. Three of the top 10 countries — North Korea, Laos and China
— have communist governments. Bhutan is the only Buddhist country on the list. Improvements
in human rights were noted in Somalia (from No 4 to 12), Vietnam (from No 8 to 17), Burma
(from No 19 to 25), Ethiopia (from No 37 to 43) and Colombia (from No 43 to 50). The World
Watch List ranks countries based on the intensity of persecution Christians face for actively

~—
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pursuing their faith. The list is compiled based on answers to 50 questions covering various
aspects of religious freedom from Open Doors’ indigenous contacts, field workers and
persecuted believers.

Open Doors encourages Christians to join its praye r campaign for North Korea and
participate in North Korea Freedom Week, April 27 -  May 3. 2008 .
World Watch List Top Ten

1. North Korea

2. Saudi Arabia
3. Iran

4. Maldives

5. Bhutan

6. Yemen

7. Afghanistan
8. Laos

9. Uzbekistan
10. China

The Service of Nine Lessons and Carols held on Sumg16" December 2007

Two very successful services were held on SunddyQécember 2007. In the morning the

Sunday School children played a leading role bgisimsome special pieces, taking the readings

and leading the prayers. Thanks are due to MranBdrullerton, Mrs Yvonne Davidson, Mrs
Helen McQuillan and Miss Laura Davidson for prepgrthe children for the service and to Canon
Walter Quill for a very interesting talk.

In the evening the service of Nine Lessons and I€avas held using readers chosen according to
the theme of the ‘Family’. Readers were selectethfnewly married couples, parents/relatives of
babies baptised during 2007 and representativéanafies who had been bereaved during 2007.
Thanks are due to Mrs Donna Fullerton for prepatirgchoir for the service and to Canon Walter
Quill for officiating.

The order of service is listed on the next page:-

Choir: Introit “Carols Sing”
Bidding Prayer — Reverend Canon Walter Quill
Hymn 177 verses 1, 2, 3 & 6: “Once in Royal David'sity”
1*' Reading: Genesis 3 (8 — 15)
“God announces in the Garden of Eden that the soireowoman shall bruise a serpent’s heéd
Miss Lesley-Ann Overend
Choir: “The Light Of Christ”
2" Reading: Genesis 22 (15-18)
“God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seeadl nations of the earth will be blessed”
Mrs Anne Davison
Hymn 160: “Hark! the herald-angels sing”
3 Reading: Isaiah 9 (2,6 & 7)
“The prophet foretells the birth of Christ”
Mr Mark Frew
Carol — Mission Praise 597: “Silent Night, Holy Nidnt”
4" Reading: Isaiah 11 (1-9)
“The prophet foretells the Messiah’s Kingdom of pest
Mrs Jan McKeown
Solo: “Let It Be To Me” - Mrs Donna Fullerton
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Choir: “Immanuel, O Immanuel”
5" Reading: St Luke 1 (26—33 & 38)
“The Angel Gabriel visits the Blessed Virgin Mary”
Mrs Pamela Overend
Hymn 174: “O little town of Bethlehem”
6" Reading: St Luke 2 (1-7)
“Saint Luke relates the birth of Jesus”
Mr Alfred Crockett
Carol — Mission Praise 589: “See him lying on a bedf straw”
7" Reading: St Luke 2 (8-16)
“The shepherds go to the manger”
Miss Alison Sands
Solo: “Hush Little Baby” - Miss Laura Davidson
8" Reading: St Matthew 2 (1-11)
“The Wise Men are led by the Star to Jesus”
Mr Robert Huey
Choir: “Sleep, Holy Child”
9" Reading: St John 1 (1-14)
“Saint John unfolds the great mystery of the Incaation: how the word was made flesh and dwelt
among us”
Reverend Canon Walter Quill
Hymn 172 verses 1, 2, & 6: O Come all ye faithful”
Closing Prayers — Reverend Canon Walter Quill
Benediction — Reverend Canon Walter Quill

The Nine Lessons and Carols service can be dowadbdm the home page of the church’s
websitewww.ballyscullion.com

At the conclusion of the service all present werated to the parish hall for mince pies and other
light refreshments. Any family who attended reeelia free copy of the parish calendar designed by
Mr John Junkin. A collection was also taken uptfe children’s home in Venezuela which was set
up by a former parishioner, Vivienne Overend. Bedect Vestry was delighted with the turn-out

and would wish to express their sincere thankdl tofa helped in any way to make the whole
evening the outstanding success that it was.

J Frew

Christian Basics: What about the Resurrection?

What if Jesus had not risen from the dead? Despite having his
example and teaching, the bottom would drop out of Christianity
and four things would remain true:

- As Paul says, ‘if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile;
you are still in your sins’. (1 Corinthians15:17).

- We have no hope of being raised either, and must expect to
stay dead as well.

- Christ is not reigning in heaven and will not return to bring
history to its fulfilment and so we cannot call him Lord.

- We cannot have a relationship with the living Lord, who is
identical with the Jesus of the gospels. Although this Jesus might
be our hero, he cannot be our Saviour.

So how should we understand the significance of Jesus’
resurrection for us today? Here are some key points to consider:
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- It affirms that Jesus’ death on the cross was not a defeat but a victory over sin, death and
Satan, ‘But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was
impossible for death to keep its hold on him’ (Acts 2:24).

- It confirms Jesus’ identity as Son of God, ‘who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with
power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord’ (Romans
1:4).

- It points to our own bodily resurrection, rather than the immortality of our soul, ‘The body that
is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable’ (1 Corinthians 15: 42).

- It guarantees our forgiveness, ‘if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in
your sins’ (1 Corinthians 15:17).

- It ensures that we can know the reality of his risen life today, ‘just as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life’ (Romans 6:4). The story is
told of Russia under the communist regime. A member of the communist party addressed a
packed audience at length, seeking to discredit the resurrection of Christ. At the end an
Orthodox priest rose and asked if he might reply. He was warned that he was only allowed five
minutes. ‘Five seconds is all that | require!” he said firmly.

He turned to the audience and gave the traditional Easter greeting: ‘Christ is risen!’

Back with a deafening roar came the traditional reply: ‘He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!

Could you save someone'’s life?
Ever wonder what you’'d do if someone collapsed in front of you, or had a serious
accident? If you have no idea at all, why not consider taking a course offered by St

John Ambulance? One day it might mean the difference between life and death.

Each year more than half a million people are trained in first aid by St John
‘ I\ Ambulance, on a variety of courses designed to suit people of all ages.

Q\ Emergency first aid can be taught in just three hours — while a 28 hour

%' course will equip you with a wide range of skills to help people

g needing first aid.

If this interests you, visit: www.sja.org.uk .

DEAR GOD

| want to thank you for what you have already done in my life.

| am not going to wait until things in my life look better -

| am not going to wait until people say they are sorry —

| am not going to wait until the pain in my body disappears-

| am not going to wait until my financial situation improves-

| am not going to wait until | get the job-

| am not going to wait until the journey gets easier -

| am not going to wait until | understand every experience in my life that
has caused me pain or grief; | am thanking you right now.

| am thanking you because | am alive.
| am thanking you because | made it through the day's difficulties.
| am thanking you because | have walked around the obstacles.
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| am thanking you because | have the ability and the opportunity to do more
and do better.
Most of all, I'm thanking you, God...because you haven't given up on me.
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Another one from Darwin

From the Editor ..............

Thanks to all who have contributed to this issuéhefmagazine. | think you’ll agree there is a wide
variety of articles showing the diversity of intst® and skills in the parish. Please keep the
magazine in mind as you go about your daily lived eecord any interesting events or stories which
you think others would be interested in readingual{ancluding photographs). My email address
remains the sameesieandtigger@yahoo.co.ukyou want to email articles.

Thank you to Jackson Frew who gets the magazineffuor everyone, John Junkin who puts it on
the Parish websiteyww.ballyscullion.com and all those friends who distribute the magazme
other members of the parish.

Lorna Crockett
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